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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 357
By Atchley

A RESOLUTION to designate a certain bridge in Knox County as
the “Dr. J. H. Gammon Memorial Bridge”.

WHEREAS, from time to time, the members of this General Assembly have seen fit to

name certain highways and bridges to honor the memories of those citizens who during their

lifetimes contributed significantly to progress and prosperity in their respective communities; and

 WHEREAS, the late Dr. J. H. Gammon of Knox County was most assuredly one such

citizen, a voice of probity and integrity in medicine, education and state and local government;

and

 WHEREAS, a native of Anderson County, John Henry Gammon attended the public

schools of Anderson and Roane Counties; and

 WHEREAS, a graduate of Roane College, Dr. Gammon studied medicine at Lincoln

Memorial Hospital in Knoxville and received his M.D. degree in 1912; he received his law

degree from John R. Neal College of Law in 1925; and

 WHEREAS, a practicing physician and registered pharmacist, Dr. Gammon served as a

physician for a coal-mining company and the Louisville and Nashville Railroad and assistant

superintendent of Eastern State Hospital at various times, in addition to engaging in private

practice in Anderson and Knox Counties and serving on the medical staff of three Knoxville

hospitals; and
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 WHEREAS, Dr. Gammon had a strong interest in the arena of public education and

taught in the public schools of Anderson and Roane Counties for 13 exemplary years; and

 WHEREAS, this outstanding gentleman also evidenced his acumen and dedication as a

member of the Board of Education in the City of Coal Creek and as Chairman and member of

the Anderson County Board of Education; and

 WHEREAS, his 20-year tenure as a member of the Knox County Board of Education

can only be categorized as being both exemplary and productive; and

 WHEREAS, this outstanding public servant’s concern and expertise in education was

utilized by Governor Austin Peay when he appointed Dr. Gammon to the Education Recess

Committee, which made recommendations relative to the financing of state normal schools and

which purchased Martins Academy to serve as an agricultural experiment station for the

University of Tennessee, at what is now UT-Martin; and

 WHEREAS, in addition to his numerous contributions to public education, Dr. Gammon

also faithfully served his fellow citizens of Knox, Anderson and Morgan Counties as a member

of this General Assembly, serving with industry and uncommon ability as a member of the

House of Representatives during the 65th, 76th, 78th and 81st General Assemblies, and as the

distinguished Senator from Knox County in the 79th General Assembly; and

 WHEREAS, during the first session of the 81st General Assembly, Dr. Gammon

celebrated his 81st birthday, reflecting proudly upon a lifetime of civic accomplishment and

selfless service to others; and

 WHEREAS, a man of great moral courage and principle, Dr. Gammon served the

greater good in numerous other capacities: he served as an Alderman for the City of Coal

Creek; he was a director of the Tennessee School Board Association; and he was appointed by

Governor Gordon Browning as Tennessee’s representative to the Western Hemisphere

Conference of World Medical Associations; and
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 WHEREAS, this General Assembly finds it appropriate to permanently commemorate

Dr. J. H. Gammon’s life of purpose and commitment by naming a certain bridge in Knox County

in his honor; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE NINETY-NINTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING,

That the bridge that spans the French Broad River on State Route 168 in Knox County is hereby

designated the “Dr. J. H. Gammon Memorial Bridge” in fond memory of this peerless public

servant, visionary educator, and dedicated physician.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Department of Transportation is directed to

erect suitable signs or to affix suitable markers designating such bridge as the “Dr. J. H.

Gammons Memorial Bridge”.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a certified copy of this resolution be transmitted to

the Commissioner of Transportation.


